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        PDF/A verification and conversion to PDF/A was added in PDF Studio 9 to conform to PDF/A ISO Standards.

PDF/A uses a strict subset of the ISO PDF specification to create archival versions of documents with the intent that they will always render exactly the same as when they were saved.

PDF/A is growing in popularity as international governments, libraries, newspapers, and legal systems recognize the need for digital documents to be preserved in a consistent format for a long period of time.

PDF Studio will provide a PDF/A preflight and compliance verification (in addition to the existing PDF/X preflight) as well as the ability to save files in the PDF/A format.

Depending on the selected PDF/A profile, the following changes may be made to the document during conversion:

	Graphics will be converted to a device-independent format. If any device dependent color spaces are used, they will be defined by embedding a color profile for these color spaces.
	Fonts will be embedded (system fonts and standard fonts).
	NOTE: PDF Studio version 11 and earlier can only embed standard fonts.



	Transparency may be removed.
	Unsupported annotations (e.g., video, audio, 3D) will be removed.
	JavaScript – mostly used in Forms – will be removed.
	Embedded files and external hyperlinks may be removed.




PDF/A Validation and Conversion Results

Please find below an explanation for the icons found next to each PDF/A validation or conversion results in PDF Studio.

  Items that are not PDF/A compliant and that can not be fixed by PDF Studio PDF/A conversion.

  Items that are not PDF/A compliant and that could be fixed by PDF Studio PDF/A conversion. Users have chosen to be warned about this item under Edit -> Preferences ->PDF/A.

  Items that are not PDF/A compliant and that can be fixed by PDF Studio PDF/A Conversion.

Unsupported Features in PDF/A Conversion:

When any of the features below are encountered, the document can not be converted to PDF/A.

	The PDF document is secured / encrypted with passwords and permissions. Workaround: Users should clear any security on a document before running PDF/A conversion.
	The PDF documents has user rights enabled. Workaround: Users should clear user rights before running PDF/A conversion.
	The PDF document contains a digital signature. Converting to PDF/A would invalidate any digital signature. Workaround: Users should clear or remove digital signature fields before running PDF/A conversion.
	The PDF document contains unsupported PDF commands or operators. Often these documents can not render in PDF Studio or will have pages that do not render properly. Workaround: Users may be able delete the invalid pages.
	The PDF document contains non-embedded, non standard system fonts that can not be found on the system for embedding. In PDF Studio 11 and earlier: Only the standard 14 PDF fonts could be embedded, no system fonts could be embedded. There is no workaround for fixing this other then recreating the PDF document using different fonts.


Interesting Fact: As a user, even if you do not need to validate or convert to PDF/A, running PDF/A validation is also an easy way to verify that a document was created correctly and that it follows the PDF specifications. The validation process may bring up formatting issue present in the document that do not comply with the PDF specifications (and more).



Suggested Articles

	PDF Features for the Print / Prepress / Publishing Industry
	Standard 14 PDF Fonts
	How to embed fonts in a PDF document
	Convert PDF to Fast Web View
	Output Preview and Overprint Simulation
	What is PDF/UA or ADA Compliance
	PDF Studio Support for PDF User Accessibility (PDF/UA)
	PDF UA Verification
	Comparison of PDF/A Tools: User/ Desktop/ Developer / SDK
	PDF Converter Software for Mac, Windows, Linux




              

      
      
        
           Tagged: pdf/a validationpdf/apdf/a conversion        

            
    

       
               
       
           Related Articles

           	
                Clear PDF/A Tag from blue PDF/A banner

            
	
                PDF Studio Accessibility Reading Features

            
	
                PDF Studio Support for PDF User Accessibility (PDF/UA)

            
	
                What is PDF/UA or ADA Compliance

            
	
                Advanced PDF Imposition & Printer Marks

            
	
                How can you tell if a PDF document has any transparency?

            


      





    
  
    Translate:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




About PDF Studio
			Try PDF Studio Now
 Download Free Trial


Buy PDF Studio
PDF Studio User Guide


		

		
		Recent Entries

			
					Digitally Signing PDFs on Mac and Linux
									
	
					PDF Studio 2023 Change Log
									
	
					Download PDF Studio Version 2022 (Previous Version)
									
	
					What’s New in PDF Studio 2023
									
	
					Senior Discount for PDF Editor
									



		
 
        Popular Entries
                            
                	
					How to make a PDF form non-editable
                    
	
					How to add page numbers in a PDF document
                    
	
					PDF Studio 2023 Change Log
                    
	
					PDF Studio 2022 Change Log
                    
	
					PDF Studio 2021 Change Log
                    
	
					PDF Studio 2020 Change Log
                    
	
					Split a scanned PDF page in half (into two pages)
                    
	
					PDF Studio 2019 Change Log
                    
	
					How to embed fonts in a PDF document
                    
	
					How to Create a Web Link that Opens a PDF File to Specific Page
                    


		
		
Categories

				New Features

	Versions

	Installation / Registration

	FAQ

	How To

	Troubleshooting

	Operating Systems
	Chromebook

	Windows

	macOS – Mac OSX

	Linux

	Raspberry Pi

	Unix




	Articles

	Awards

	Annotating PDFs
	Export / Import




	Batch Processing

	Bookmarks

	Comparing PDFs

	Content Editing

	Converting PDFs

	Creating PDFs

	Customization

	Document Services

	Digital Signatures

	Fonts

	Header / Footer / Watermarks

	Interactive Forms

	Layers

	Merge / Split

	OCR

	Optimizing PDFs

	Page Manipulation Crop / Rotation

	PDF Format

	PDF Reader

	PDF Sub Formats

	Printing PDFs

	Prepress / Preflight

	Redacting PDFs

	Text Markups

	Touch Mode

	Scan-To-PDF

	Security

	Videos

	In the News

	General

	Customer Feedback

	Archive

	Misc




			
    
  
  








  
    
    

      Qoppa PDF Tools
			Free PDF Viewer


Complete PDF Editor


Android PDF Tools


PDF Developer Tools




Privacy Policy


		
OS Compatibility
			Windows 11, Windows 10, Windows 8, 7... 

macOS 12 Monterey, MacOS 11 Big Sur, macOS 10.15 Catalina, ...

Linux Ubuntu, Elementary, Mint, Fedora, Debian, Arch, Raspbian... 
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